Hollywood and the Bomb

DR. STRANGELOVE OR HOW I LEARNED TO STOP WORRYING AND LOVE THE BOMB(1964)
  Topics: 1) Film as political statement

               2) Hollywood and the Pentagon, 1917-1964:

A) cordial relationship, Hollywood supports WWI, WW2, Cold War; made propaganda films reassuring country that it could survive nuclear attack and need not fear the bomb: “Duck and Cover!” Films: Support for Hiroshima: Above and Beyond (1952), Support for Korean War: The Bridges at Toko Ri (1954), Support for SAC: Strategic Air Command (1955) with Gen. Jimmy Stewart, June Allyson; Hollywood-Pentagon—a profitable arrangement. Exception: On The Beach (1959)
B)Events alter that relationship: U-2 Incident-Francis Gary Powers, Ike lies, Khrushchev fumes, Paris Summit collapses(1960); Ike’s “Farewell Address”: Warns nation about the Military Industrial Complex; Cuban Missile Crisis (1962) JFK vs. Joint Chiefs—“The Military is nuts!”; JFK urges filming of the novel 7 Days in May about military plot to over throw govt., film released 1964. Fail Safe (1964)—serious film about accidental nuclear war.
C) Stanley Kubrick’s Dr.  Strangelove  : Background—Kubrick’s earlier anti-war statement—Paths of Glory(1957) dealt with French army WWI; Kubrick concerned with chance of intentional/accidental nuclear war; film initially serious based on Peter George’s novel Red Alert ; Kubrick unhappy, shifts tone to “black comedy”; hires writer/satirist Terry Southern.

D) Dr. Strangelove  --assault on American Way of Life in 50s-early 60s—pokes fun at everything: anti-Communism (Ripper’s fluoridation mania), the Pentagon (Turgidson and Kong); the Presidency (Merkin Muffley); Russian Govt--- Premier Kissoff; nuclear strategists (ex-Nazis hired by U.S. during Cold War).


1) other themes: Man vs. machine; world’s fate in hands of vulnerable humans; sexual references—B-52s refueling=intercourse; Jack D. Ripper= notorious British serial killer; breeding in mine shafts.
E) Reactions: Air Force criticism: “Positive Control System” would prevent such accidents; New York Times: “a terrible joke,” “malicious”; May’s view: a great film, path breaking, first film of 1960s—nothing is sacred.
Dr. Strangelove: 
Director=Stanley Kubrick

Screenplay=Terry Southern and Kubrick based on George’s Red Alert 
Cast:

General  Jack D. Ripper=Sterling Hayden

General Buck Turgidson=George C. Scott

Group Captain Lionel Mandrake= Peter Sellers

President Merkin Muffley= Peter Sellers

Dr. Strangelove=Peter Sellers

General Kong=Slim Pickens

Colonel Bat Guano=Keenan Wynn                  
